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Parables: Unveiling the Kingdom of God

When God Shows Up, Week 4


The Gospel of Matthew, one of the four synoptic Gospels in the New 

Testament, is a rich source of spiritual teachings and insights. Among the profound 

teachings found in this Gospel are the parables of Jesus, which serve as a powerful 

means of conveying spiritual truths through earthly stories. In Matthew 13, we 

encounter a collection of parables that provide valuable lessons about the kingdom 

of heaven, the nature of faith, and the challenges of spreading the message of 

Christ. Here, we will explore the significance of these parables and the wisdom 

they offer to believers.


In addition, Psalm 78:1-4 is a profound and instructive passage that 

underscores the significance of storytelling in preserving cultural and spiritual 

heritage. In these verses, the psalmist implores the people of God to pay heed to 

the lessons of their ancestors and pass down their stories to future generations. The 

enduring importance of storytelling as a means of transmitting faith, values, and 

history, unveil the Kingdom of God to our present generation.


	 The psalmist begins by invoking the people's attention, urging them to "O 

my people, listen to my instructions.  Open your ears to what I am saying, for I 

will speak to you in a parable" (Psalm 78:1-2 NLT). This call to attentive 

listening is an essential element of effective storytelling. It encourages active 

engagement and a willingness to absorb the wisdom being imparted. Moreover, it 

underscores the responsibility of each generation to actively seek knowledge and 

understanding from those who have gone before.
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Verses 3 and 4 of this passage reveal the primary purpose of storytelling: "I 

will teach you hidden lessons from our past—stories we have heard and known, 

stories our ancestors handed down to us.  We will not hide these truths from our 

children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, 

about his power and his mighty wonders" (Psalm 78:4, ESV). Storytelling is a 

powerful tool for transmitting not only facts but also the values, faith, and moral 

lessons that shape a community. Through stories, individuals learn about the 

character of God and the importance of faithfulness and obedience.


It highlights the importance of continuity in storytelling. The act of "telling to 

the coming generation" signifies a commitment to the perpetuation of traditions 

and values. Storytelling bridges the gap between generations, ensuring that the 

knowledge and wisdom of the past are not lost. It serves as a spiritual inheritance, 

connecting believers across time and reinforcing their identity as a community of 

faith within the Kingdom of God.


	 Although Psalm 78 was written thousands of years ago, its message remains 

profoundly relevant in the modern world. In an era of rapid technological 

advancement and changing cultural norms, the art of storytelling endures as a 

timeless means of preserving and transmitting essential knowledge and values. As 

we grapple with contemporary challenges, the stories of our spiritual and cultural 

heritage provide guidance, inspiration, and a sense of belonging.


Psalm 78:1-4 eloquently illustrates the enduring power of storytelling as a 

means of preserving faith, values, and history. It calls upon us to listen attentively 

to the lessons of our ancestors and to faithfully pass them down to future 

generations. In a world characterized by constant change, storytelling serves as a 

steadfast anchor, connecting us to our roots and guiding us on our spiritual journey. 

As we heed the wisdom of this passage, we recognize that our stories are not 

merely tales of the past but vital threads in the fabric of our present and future.  
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Jesus masterfully utilized parables to explain and prepare the hearts of the people 

in the anticipation of the coming Kingdom. 


I. The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23)


The Parable of the Sower is one of the most well-known parables in the Bible 

and is found in Matthew 13:3-9 and explained in verses 18-23. In this parable, 

Jesus compares the spreading of the Word of God to a sower who scatters seeds on 

different types of soil. The various types of soil represent the different responses 

people have to the message of the kingdom.


The rocky ground, thorny soil, and good soil illustrate the receptivity of 

people's hearts to the Word of God. The rocky ground symbolizes those who hear 

the word but quickly fall away when faced with difficulties. The thorny soil 

represents those who are distracted by worldly concerns and, thus, do not bear 

fruit. In contrast, the good soil represents those who receive the word with an open 

heart and produce abundant fruit.


This parable teaches us the importance of preparing our hearts to receive the 

message of God's kingdom. It reminds us that not everyone will respond to the 

gospel in the same way, but it is our responsibility to sow the seeds of God's Word 

faithfully, trusting that some will fall on fertile ground.


II. The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast (Matthew 13:31-33)


In Matthew 13:31-33, Jesus presents two short parables that emphasize the 

growth and impact of the kingdom of heaven. The mustard seed, though tiny, 

grows into a large tree, highlighting the exponential growth of God's kingdom from 

humble beginnings. Likewise, the yeast, when mixed with flour, leavens the whole 

batch, illustrating how the influence of the kingdom spreads throughout the world.


These parables encourage believers not to underestimate the power of small, 

seemingly insignificant acts of faith and obedience. They remind us that God's 

kingdom has the potential to grow and transform the world, even when it starts 
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with something as small as a mustard seed. It's a call to have faith and participate 

in the expansion of God's kingdom, knowing that our efforts, no matter how 

modest, can have a significant impact.


Matthew 13:10-35 contains a collection of parables that offer profound 

insights into the nature of the kingdom of heaven and the challenges and 

responsibilities of being disciples of Christ. Through these parables, Jesus teaches 

us about the receptivity of hearts to God's Word, the growth and impact of the 

kingdom, and the incomparable value of seeking God's reign above all else.


As believers, we are called to sow the seeds of the gospel faithfully, knowing 

that some will fall on fertile ground and yield a bountiful harvest. We are 

encouraged to have faith in the transformative power of God's kingdom, even when 

our efforts seem small and insignificant. And we are reminded of the supreme 

value of God's reign, which is worth any sacrifice we may need to make.


In conclusion, Matthew 13 invites us to reflect on our relationship with God's 

kingdom and challenges us to live as faithful disciples, spreading the message of 

God’s love, Christ’s grace and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit as 

believers seek His kingdom above all else.


Ohana Group Discussion Question


1.  What is the central message or lesson conveyed by the Parable of the Sower?  

Who is the sower in this parable, and what does he represent?


2.  What are the different types of soil mentioned in the parable, and what do they 

symbolize? What happens to the seeds that fall on good soil, and what does this 

represent?


3.   What is the significance of using a mustard seed as a metaphor in this parable?  

How can the concept of faith being compared to a mustard seed be applied to our 

daily lives as Christians?
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4.  What does it mean to "unveil the Kingdom of God to others," and how is this 

concept rooted in the teachings of Jesus?  What are some practical ways for 

Christians to share the message of the Kingdom of God with others in their daily 

lives?


5.  What challenges or obstacles might Christians encounter when trying to 

communicate the concept of the Kingdom of God to people of different 

backgrounds or beliefs?  In what ways can the local church or community be 

involved in collectively unveiling the Kingdom of God to the wider world?
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