' “Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy days. 2 Inside the city, near
the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with five covered porches. * Crowds of sick peo-
ple-blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the porches. ®> One of the men lying there had been sick
for thirty-eight years. ¢ When Jesus saw him and knew he had beenill for a long time, he asked
him, “Would you like to get well?”

7] can't, sir,” the sick man said, “for | have no one to put me into the pool when the water bub-
bles up. Someone else always gets there ahead of me.”

8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!”

? Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began walking! But this mir-
acle happened on the Sabbath, '° so the Jewish leaders objected. They said to the man who
was cured, “You can't work on the Sabbath! The law doesn't allow you to carry that sleeping
mat!”

" But he replied, “The man who healed me told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.” ' “Who said
such a thing as that?” they demanded. '* The man didn't know, for Jesus had disappeared into
the crowd.

4 But afterward Jesus found him in the Temple and told him, “Now you are well; so stop sin-

ning, or something even worse may happen to you.”

> Then the man went and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him,”
(John 5:1-15 NLT).

Ohana Group Discussion Questions:

1. What did the Pool of Bethesda (House of Mercy or House of flowing) represent in that
day?

2. What area of your life are you believing for God to break through? Is it a physical or
emotional healing? Is it a financial healing? Is it a relational healing?

3. Are you facing any kind of crisis in your faith? How might you be misplacing your
faith?

4. What do you believe might be blocking your breakthrough? What does Scripture say
about this situation? How will you apply this scripture to your situation? How will you
walk in obedience?

5. What does it mean to make the Word of God the final authority in your life?
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