
Hey everyone, if we haven’t met I’m Mark, I’m one of the Pastors here and I want to welcome 
you to our service. A lot has been happening. For the entire year our theme has been ‘One’ — 
we’ve been focusing on oneness as the people of God, and just last week we announced that 
all three of our campuses will be coming together as one. So we’re very excited about how 
God is growing our Ohana. Speaking of growing Ohana, on September 25, Jalee and I wel-
comed our third baby into the world — Lylah Iolana Palompo. Thank you so much for all of your 
prayers and support! Jalee and baby are doing awesome, the kids are stoked with their new 
baby sistebaby sister, and we are loving this new season.

Speaking of new seasons, today we are kicking off a brand new series that will take us all the 
way into the Christmas season. Can you believe it? Our series is called The Chosen Ones and 
we will be focusing on the lives of Jesus and His followers — His Chosen Ones. All of these sto-
ries are found in scripture and we’ve also been enjoying the creative imaginings of The 
Chosen series. This completely crowd-funded project tells the stories of Jesus in a fresh and 
unique way from the perspective of His followers.

Last year we did a series following The Chosen season 1, which focused on the beginning of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry including the choosing of His first disciples. If you missed that series, all 
of those messages are available online at nhcohawaii.org. We left off with Jesus’ profound 
conversation with the Samaritan Woman at the well. Pastor Theresa gave a phenomenal mes-
sage so check out nhcohawaii.org if you missed it. And if you want to catch The Chosen epi-
sodes, you can watch them all for free by downloading The Chosen app from the App Store.

Season 2 picks up immediately after Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well. A few 
weeks ago Pastor Earl spoke about the woman at the well and how she dropped everything 
to tell her neighbors about Jesus. Episode one takes place in Sychar, which is a Samaritan City, 
so a major theme throughout the episode deals with the prejudices between Jews and Sa-
maritans. I love that this is how we get to kick off our series because I think Jesus’ approach to 
people who are ‘other’ is timely for the season we find ourselves in as a State, as a Nation, and 
as a Church whose campuses coming together. How are we as Christians called to love those 
who awho are not like us?

1. Who do you consider ‘other’ in your life? Why is it sometimes challenging to relate to those 
who are ‘other’?

The tension between Jews and Samaritans is a recurring theme throughout the New Testa-
ment, but in order to fully appreciate its significance, you have to understand how it all began.

So why the bad blood between Jews and Samaritans? The first answer is exactly that — bad 
blood. After Israel split into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah, the northern Kingdom fell into 
idol worship. Because of this, God gave them over to the Assyrians in 2 Kings 17.
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“You think you have what it takes? Be my guest.” As if he could. How could he? How could any 
of us? This is not a one-time event Jesus is talking about. This is how Jesus calls us to love 
every single day. For most of us, there’s only one person we would ever love this way — our-
selves. Maybe a dear loved one. But someone we disliked? An enemy? See, for years I would 
hear this story and think that the point was to just to be a more loving person, to be a good Sa-
maritan. But that’s not the point! Because I’m not the good Samaritan. I’m the priest who looks 
the other way rather than be inconvenienced. I’m the levite who comes up with a million ex
cuses for why I can’t get involved. Come on, when you see those who don’t think like you, be-
lieve like you, vote like you go through difficult times, is your response to say, “Man, I’m going 
to go out of my way to help that person. I’m going to sacrifice to meet their needs.” Or do we 
say, “Serves them right. They’re just reaping what they sow.”

The good Samaritan demonstrated compassion based on need not on worth. How many of 
you are thankful God showed you compassion based on your need, not on your worth. This is 
the God who sent His Son so that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. This is the God 
who causes the sun to rise and the rain to fall on the righteous and unrighteous alike. We’re 
not the good Samaritan, Jesus is.

WhenWhen I was at my lowest point — broken and beaten by sin, Jesus didn’t cross to the other side 
of the road. Jesus abandoned heaven and emptied Himself of all glory in order to stoop down 
to where I was and bandage my wounds. He let me take His place while He took mine and 
marched the cross that should’ve been mine to Calvary. Jesus gave everything, bankrupt 
heaven, in order to redeem my life and see me made whole again.

TThis whole year we’ve been talking about being unified — being one. We live in one of the 
most divided times in history. In this season we will be bringing three campuses (three com-
munities) together as one. If you think the way to oneness is going to come through all of us 
just trying a little harder, being good samaritans, then like the expert in the law, we missed the 
point. It’s only when we admit that all of this is beyond us and allow the reality of what God has 
done for us into our brokenness to grip us and transform us that will we see oneness.

Notice, the Bible doesn’t say, “Love your neighbor as they deserve” it says, “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” In other words, the way you love your neighbor isn’t contingent on who your 
neighbor is, it is contingent on who you are. “Love your neighbor as who? You” This is why 
God loved us as Himself. We love because He first loved us.

5. What do you think was the point of Jesus’ story? What is our response to Jesus’ story?
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